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VISION Play a vital role in creating a vibrant rural economy, driven by vision, knowledge, technology and novel business 
opportunities in the agricultural sector. 

MISSION To be recognized as a key entry point for its own members, rural communities, strategic partners and other 
investors to explore new agricultural businesses and nurture them to success.
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AgVA New Members
Dean Colby 

Lake Mills, IA

TFF Investments LLC (Matt Danner) 
Templeton, IA

AgVA Family  
Christmas 
Event 
The Ag Ventures Alliance 
Family Christmas event took 
place on December 11, 2022, 
and was a hit. The event 
was well attended by AgVA 
members and their children 
or grandchildren. It was a 
fun-filled day of activities, 
including sugar cookie  
decorating, spin art creation, and 
making Christmas ornaments.

Attendees decorated Christmas 
cookies with some professional 
coaching. Today’s Your Day 
provided spin art machines that 
allow people of all ages to make 
fun pieces of art quickly and 
easily. The Creative She Shed 
helped attendees create beautiful 
ornaments just in time to add 
to their Christmas trees. The 
Pretzelmaker also catered snacks 
for everyone to enjoy.

At the end of the event, every 
family received a goodie bag to 
take home with their creations. It 
was a great opportunity for AgVA 
members to connect with other 
members, meet the AgVA team, 
and come together while getting 
into the holiday spirit.

2023 Annual Membership 
Renewal
2023 membership renewals have been sent out 
this year through our new membership software 
GlueUp. It gives you the option to pay online or 
to send your payment by mail. Please make your 
$25.00 annual renewal payment by March 31, 2023, 
to avoid any late fees. If you have any questions, 
please contact the office at 641-494-2368 or by 
email at agva@agventuresalliance.com.

AgVA Foundation – 4th Quarter Grants
North Central Iowa Ag in the Classroom - $5,000

Farm Rescue - $2,500

Cerro Gordo & Worth County Extension –  
ISU Rising Star Internship- $6,700

Peoria Grown - $5,000

2023 Ag Ventures 
Alliance Annual Meeting
Ag Ventures Alliance will be holding our Annual 

Meeting, with guest speaker Colin Hurd, CEO 
of Mach, on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at North 
Iowa Area Community College in Mason City, 
IA. Please be on the lookout for the Save the 
Date mailing as well as the Annual Meeting 

Packet to arrive by mail in the weeks to follow.
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Portfolio News
Mazen added a Business Administration Lead 
to their team. They have completed a sow study 
where they learned how the vaccine reacts to 

different processing and plan to start a new sow study in Q1 this 
year. Mazen has scaled up their production of corn grown vaccines 
for development purposes and as well as for PEDV vaccine. They 
also conducted a Cocci study and are anticipating results early this 
quarter.

Clearflame Engines in the last 12 months 
has gone from one truck to four running 
their engines while continuing to develop 

partnerships. Beck’s completed their first pilot demonstration 
running ClearFlame trucks. Clearflame was named to the Fast 
Company’s second annual Next Big Things in Tech list, one of only 
three recognized in our category.

Holganix has seen a 50% increase 
in acreage YOY, leading to major 
connections to a network of farmer 

dealers. They maxed out their production capacity this year after 
significant demand and increasing capacity is a major priority. 
They added a manufacturing plant in Iowa that is now operational, 
launched a lawn care franchise in Kansas City, received a patent 
on a new bionematicide product, and launched a new Bio 800+ 
Breakdown product.

Tractor Zoom had an explosive 
forth quarter creating significant 

new revenue opportunities from their new technology. Their 
monthly active users increased 79% since last quarter. They are 
leveraging data science to help them answer questions like “When 
will equipment prices fall?” They also hired three new employees 
in the roles of Brand design lead, lead data scientist, and content 
strategist.

Nori announced a major partnership with Bayer 
ForGround to list hundreds of thousands of acres 
of new carbon removal on Nori’s marketplace. 
This agreement will bring to market six times the 
supply that Nori has sold in their entire history. 
They also partnered with Bushel’s Farmlogs, where 

participating farmers can sell their carbon removal on Nori.

New Investments
Haber Technologies

Grain drying technology has evolved over the years, with the 
first patented apparatus being developed in 1908 by Stephen 
J McCarthy. In the mid-1960s, Charles Shivvers invented a 
method for using a sweep auger to recirculate grain through a 
bin while it is being dried with bin fans. Today, there are many 
bin drying systems available on the market, as well as external 
continuous flow dryers.

One issue with bin dryers is that they can’t be filled too full, or 
their drying efficiency is reduced. As the bin is filled vertically, 
hot air has a hard time reaching the top areas, while the 
bottom is subjected to excessive heat and can become over-
dried and damaged. Continuous flow dryers are fast, but they 
require a large amount of fuel and can damage corn if they 
are operated at high heat. Continuous flow dryers are suitable 
for large bin sites with grain legs and other infrastructure, but 
what about smaller bin sites? Is there a less expensive way to 
dry grain without incurring added fuel costs, or a way to safely 
use these dryers on crops like soybeans?

Haber Technologies has a solution with their patented 
“Dri-Stack” system. This new bin drying technology uses 
ambient air and/or supplemental heat to dry an entire bin 
efficiently, using a data-driven and intelligent airflow system. 
Conventional grain bins lose 50% of their airflow for every six 
feet of grain height, but the Dri-Stack system can distribute 
airflow to specific locations in the bin, targeting the areas that 
need to be dried. By using the Dri-Stack system, it is not always 
necessary to use heat to dry the grain due to the precise 
distribution of airflow. This gives farmers the ability to harvest 
earlier (especially for soybeans), reduce yield loss, prevent 
over-drying and damage, and reduce fuel costs.

The AgVA team believes that farmers need more options when 
it comes to grain drying technology. The ability to start harvest 
earlier, save on heating costs, safely dry other grains, and be 
more efficient is a positive for farmers. Haber Technologies 
seems to have this in mind, as they continue to build on their 
“new age” bin management software system and strategize 
for 2023. AgVA first invested in Haber in May 2022, and since 
then, Haber has achieved their revenue targets, hired a COO, 
identified an entry level product, and continued to grow.

Farmers Risk

AgVA is excited to announce our recent investment in Farmers 
Risk. This follows the first investment back in November 2021. 
Farmers Risk is revolutionizing the way that farmers approach 
risk management. Traditionally, managing risk on farms has 
been a fragmented and complex process involving multiple 
advisors and spreadsheets. Farmers Risk is changing this with 
a tool that allows farmers to easily coordinate the three pillars 

of risk management – cash sales, crop insurance, and futures 
and options – all with a focus on user experience.

One of the primary reasons that AgVA chose to invest in 
Farmers Risk is the macro trend towards “digital native” 
business decision makers. As more and more farmers become 
comfortable with using technology in

their day-to-day operations, it makes sense to provide them 
with a digital tool that simplifies risk management. Farmers 
Risk has already seen great traction, with many free farm 
accounts as well as paid accounts coming online after 
launching their MVP.

In addition to simplifying risk management for farmers, 
Farmers Risk has ambitious plans for the future. Their roadmap 
includes new features to aid in many areas of farm risk 
management. We believe that Farmers Risk is well positioned 
to capitalize on the growing demand for digital solutions in 
agriculture and we are excited to be a part of their journey.

Insignum AgTech

Ag Ventures Alliance recently invested in Insignum AgTech for 
a number of reasons. Firstly, the company has developed an 
innovative solution for early disease detection in corn using 
gene editing technology. This technology allows farmers to 
visibly see when their crops have been infected by pathogens, 
allowing for earlier treatment and reduction in yield loss. 
Insignum is also working on image processing software to 
analyze imagery data collected by drones or satellites to 
identify the locations of infection within a field and understand 
the level of disease spread.

Insignum AgTech’s business model is also attractive, as they 
plan to work directly with large seed companies to offer their 
value-added seed trait platform. This technology would offer 
a synergy between seed sales and crop protection products, 
and Insignum plans to obtain a trait fee where the technology 
is used. In addition to the disease detection trait, they will also 
offer a software platform to analyze imagery data at a field 
level.

Insignum AgTech has also shown traction in the market since 
its founding in early 2022. They have proven out their working 
prototype and identified a version that works as desired 
and are ready to scale up testing efforts. Their gene editing 
technology uses endogenous DNA, which means no new 
genes are introduced to the organism, and preliminary USDA 
opinions suggest that this technology is regulation exempt, 
speeding up the go-to-market timeline. Overall, Ag Ventures 
Alliance saw the potential for Insignum Ag’s innovative 
technology and strong business model, making it a worthwhile 
investment opportunity.

Countryside Angels 
The Countryside Angels held a meeting in November for an 
investment opportunity in Insignum AgTech, LLC. Through 
gene editing, Insignum AgTech has developed a corn trait to 
signal when leaf tissue is infected with a fungal pathogen. 
The corn plant does this by turning purple around the area 
of infection. This allows earlier detection of plant pathogens, 
allowing growers to treat before the disease progresses. 
There was enough interest in the angel group to pull a 
syndicate together for investment, which was being finalized 
in early January.

A new opportunity is in the works for the Countryside Angel 
group that will include an option to invest in the seven 
companies that were selected to join the AgLaunch 365 
accelerator program. This will give the ability for the angels to 
spread their investment to all seven companies, diversifying 
their investment. We plan to have an introductory meeting 
in early February to introduce the companies and explain 
the construct of this opportunity. We are excited to see the 
interest level of this approach.


