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WE WANT YOU! 
If you are interested in helping plan and host AgVA’s events like its field 
days, bus trips, educational seminars, focus groups, annual meetings, 
etc. We would love to have you on board! Please contact Cathy at - 
ckaune@agventuresalliance.com or 641-450-0141 to join AgVA’s Events 
Committee.

AgVA Members we are looking for 
your input and ideas!  Where would 
you like to go on bus trips, what do 
you want to see?  Are there topics 
you would like to learn or know 
more about that we can hold focus 
groups or lunch/evening seminars 
on?  What keynote speakers would 
you really like to hear from at the 
Annual Meeting?  If you have any 
ideas please contact Cathy at – 
ckaune@agventuresalliance.com or 
641-450-0141.

AgVA Members Your 
Ideas are Wanted

The Countryside Angels pulled together their 
seventh syndicate in April with an investment in 

Mazen Animal Health.  Mazen was raising $12 
million in there series A round.  This investment 

brings the Countryside Angels up to $730,000 
deployed for investments.



www.AgVenturesAlliance.com agva@agventuresalliance.com

Portfolio News
Farmers Risk Inc. hired two 
engineers this quarter and have 
already started benefiting from their 

engineering muscle.  The company also has been working 
on and using their trading tool internally to test, refine, and 
prepare for release in Q3.  They plan to announce this release 
on the Farm4Profit Podcast later this month. The trading tool 
will be a major revenue driver for the business. 

Tractor Zoom hired two new 
employees in Q2, Ken Scalf as a 

Customer Success Manager and Everett Dittmer as a Data 
Specialist.  This brings the Tractor Zoom team up to 20 full time 
employees.  The company signed on 21 auction companies in 
Q2 which brought their auction market share to 82%, and also 
signed another 232 dealer locations to bring dealer market 
share to 32%.  The company has now marketed $16B of used 
farm equipment which has allowed them to invest in user 
acquisition.  Since December 2021, Tractor zoom has grown 
their monthly active users by 566%. 

Holganix has secured almost 
290,000 acres of cropland using 
their Holganix bio 800 product.  

Holganix Bio 800 harnesses the power of over 800 species of 
soil microbes to increase yield, improve crop resilience against 
stress, an boost soil health.  The company will be launching 
their new Bio 800 Breakdown product in the coming months to 
break down crop residue and convert to available nutrients.

Global Neighbor Inc. is working on prototype 
testing in 2022 and recent press coverage has 
generated a wave of interest.  The company’s 
recent progressing includes performing initial field 

testing of the Weed Seed Destroyer (WDSD), closing their seed 
round with $1.5M in new investment, executing USDA phase 
II SBIR grand project, and responding to global outreach from 
OEMs and chem/seed companies.  They were recently issued a 
patent for use of dual wavelength light for plant eradication.

New Investments
The team at Ag Ventures Alliance moved forward with four new 
investments in the first quarter of 2022.

Phinite developed a proprietary low-cost, 
low-energy drying process to profitably 
manufacture manure-based fertilizer. The 

system currently operates with hog farms to dry out the hog 
manure and turn it into a no-smell organic fertilizer product. 
AgVA initially invested in Phinite through the AgLaunch cohort, 
and has made an additional investment after progress towards 
fertilizer production has been made.

Mazen Animal Health is developing an 
oral vaccine that can be grown in corn, 
which decreases the cost of vaccination 

and contamination risks.  Their initial focus is swine with plans 
to expand to companion animals, poultry, and fish.  AgVA first 
invested in Mazen in 2020, and has so again in the Series A 
financing round.  Mazen has made impressive progress with 
work on their PEDV vaccine and proof of concept for their next 
three products.

Haber Technologies patented “Dri-Stack” 
system is a new bin drying technology 
that dries and aerates grain efficiently 

using ambient air and/or supplemental heat to dry an entire bin 
with a data driven and intelligent airflow system. Conventional 
grain bins lose 50% of their airflow for each 6ft of grain height. 
The Dri-Stack system can distribute the airflow to precise 
locations in the bin, targeting the areas that need to be dried.

SwineTech, Inc. helps pork producers 
navigate labor and survivability challenges 
within their operations by providing 

a novel workforce and herd management platform called 
PigFlow®. PigFlow® is an award winning enterprise SAAS 
platform that improves the way we manage our people, 
processes, precision technologies, and pigs. It accomplishes 
this by automating and streamlining daily workflows, 
reinforcing desired behaviors and actions, and reporting 
process compliance to ensure the highest quality of care for 
the herd. Today, PigFlow users realize a significant reduction 
in herd mortalities and labor needs on approximately 100,000 
sows managed across the US and Canada.  AgVA initially 
invested in SwineTech in 2017, and has since made nice 
progress since launching their PigFlow platform.

®

Field Trials 
This year we pushed hard to bring more field trial 
opportunities to members. We have 14 trials in place 
with 8 Ag Ventures Alliance members this season.  
The trials  are already leading to key learning for both 
farmers and founders. 

Check out what farmers are testing this season:

  BovIQ – A software platform for managing cattle is 
testing user experience.

  LeafTech – A mobile sensor that detects nutrient 
levels in plant tissue is testing in-season accuracy and 
collecting data for micronutrient detection.

  Spornado – A disease detection tool is testing 
accuracy of disease detection in soybeans.

  Susterre – A high-pressure water-jet, planting 
attachment is testing field performance across many 
conditions.

  Holganix – A microbial product that is testing in-
furrow, foliar, and combination treatments in corn and 
soybeans.

  Salin 247 – A robotic platform is testing navigation 
and machine control during planting.

  Grain Weevil – A grain-bin-leveling robot will continue 
to test battery life and performance.

  Global Neighbor – A combine attachment will test 
sterilization of herbicide resistant weeds this fall.

Early feedback from startup founders has been excellent. 
The startups are gathering real-life data that will help 
accelerate the development of their companies. For 
example, the company that discovered their fans were 
not large enough to cool electronics on sunny 100+ 
degree days will know to redesign this before getting 
an angry call from their first customer! This kind of 
experience is critical and some of it just has to be 
discovered in the field. 

This wouldn’t be possible without the support of our 
partners at AgLaunch to design and implement the field 
trials, the farmers that are “willing to deal with some 
pain and suffering”, and the founders that are building 
the future. We are looking forward to end-of-season 
results we can share with the entire membership, and 
maybe a few Fall trials to gather more data before the 
2023 growing season! Stay tuned.

Susterre planting into heavy cereal rye residue.

Salin 247 planting soybeans autonomously.

Holganix Roots


