
Member Spotlight
Ag Ventures Alliance has a wide range of members from all over the Midwest 
and surrounding states who have a passion for agriculture and ag technology. 
We have decided to start by adding a member spotlight to our articles for our 
members to learn more about what others are doing and as a way to build 
relationships. Below you will read about Kelly Nieuwenhuis, who has recently 
joined Ag Ventures Alliance.

Member: Kelly Nieuwenhuis

Spouse: Luanne

Do you have any hobbies or side 
businesses? I do enjoy hunting 
and fishing also cruising with my 
Chevelles. For hunting, it’s mainly 
deer and pheasant hunting and 
fishing is anything that’s biting, 
but really enjoy Walleye fishing. I 
do have 1971 and 1972 Chevelles I 
enjoy driving. My 1972 was my high school muscle car!!!

Share a story. One of my favorite stories 
with my 1972 Chevelle is the first-time 
using Ethanol (gasohol). In 1978 Iowa Corn 
found a handful of retail gas stations to sell 
Gasohol and I was lucky enough to have 
one in my hometown. I could tell instantly 
that my car had more power, what could be 
better for a high school muscle car owner 
than increased HP. After a couple of days 
going to school car acted like it wasn’t 
getting fuel, so took the toolbox out of the 
trunk removed the fuel filter and replaced 
it. The Ethanol was cleaning all the rust 
and corrosion from my tank caused by 
poor quality gas and its water collecting. 
Replaced a couple of filters and never had 
a problem again. Today I run E30 in this car 
and it loves the 94 octane fuel!!!

How many generations has your family been in Agriculture? I am 
a third-generation farmer. We will become a Century Farm in 2032, 
looking forward to that special occasion.

Share a story. Like many farmers during the depression, farms were 
lost. My Grandfather Bill Nieuwenhuis bought his farm back from the 
insurance company in 1932. It consisted of 120 acres and at the time of 
his passing in 1973 his life insurance paid off the farm. He was 60 years 
old at his passing. My Dad Vernon started farming in 1959 the year I was 
born and farmed until 2019 after harvesting his 60th crop he passed 
away on Christmas Eve at the age of 85 never retiring. My brothers and 
I all farm. I farm with two brothers and have a younger brother who 
farms on his own. We farmed our dad’s 700 acres for the first time in 
2020. He always wanted us to either make it on our own or fail on our 
own, really respect him for that. The brothers I farm with all started in 
the early ’80s and today we operate 2700 acres of owned and rented 
ground. cont. next page
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2022 Ag Ventures Alliance Annual Meeting
Ag Ventures Alliance will be holding our Annual Meeting, with guest speaker Mitchell 
Hora of Continuum Ag, on Thursday, March 24, 2022, at North Iowa Area Community 
College in Mason City, IA. Members should have received the Save the Date postcard and the 
Annual Meeting Packet will be arriving in your mail at the end of February.



the help of on-farm trials in Iowa and Tennessee. The future of 
this technology could include additional sensors to monitor 
grain quality. The AgVA team believes this company has the 
potential to improve the quality of farmers’ lives by eliminating 
one of the dirtiest and most dangerous jobs on the farm. The 
Countryside Angels joined this round of investment, too!

Global Neighbor is developing a 
platform technology to combat 
herbicide-resistant weeds. The first 
solution focuses a certain wavelength 
of light on the seeds from weed 
escapes that pass through the 
combine. University studies have 

confirmed over 99% control of the treated weed seeds. The 
proprietary frequencies can potentially be applied in other 
applications for future product development. The Global 
Neighbor team participated in the 2021 AgLaunch Accelerator 
and went on to continue product development and engage 
farmer input through the 2021 growing season. The AgVA team 
believes this company has the potential to increase farmer 
profitability by offering a new mode of action to kill herbicide-
resistant weeds.

New Investments
The team at Ag Ventures Alliance moved forward with three new 
investments in the fourth quarter of 2021.

Farmers Risk is building a digital 
tool that allows farmers to 
manage market risk through a 

software-first platform. The tool includes free decision-support 
software that helps farmers visualize primary risk management 
tools: crop insurance, hedging, and cash sales, and how they 
work together. The company’s initial focus is providing low-cost 
hedging tools that will allow farmers to independently execute 
trades for futures and/or options. The AgVA team believes 
this company has the potential to increase farmer profitability 
through improved market risk management. 

Grain Weevils is building a 
robotic bin management 
system to prevent farmers 

from entering grain bins. The Grain Weevil is actually a small 
robot that levels grain bins so a farmer doesn’t have to. 
The Grain Weevil team participated in the 2021 AgLaunch 
Accelerator and went on to further develop the product with 

Portfolio News
AgriSync has been acquired by 
Deere & Co! 

Continuum Ag founder, Mitchell Hora, 
was named to the Forbes 30 under 
30 list. He is featured in the Social 
Impact category. Mitchell is a seventh-
generation farmer in Washington 
County, IA. He started Continuum Ag 

to help farmers profit from soil health. 

ClearFlame Engine Technologies, 
a startup developing clean 
engine technology for heavy-

duty applications, announced on October 28th, 2021 
that they have secured a $17 Million Series A financing 
to continue the development and commercialization of 
ethanol-fueled “diesel-style” engines. The financing was 
led by Breakthrough Energy Ventures with co-investors 
including John Deere, Mercuria, and Clean Energy 
Ventures. ClearFlame is a Countryside Angels and AgVA 
portfolio company.

ReEnvison Ag was able to gather 
planting data from several 
planting studies after a late start 

to the spring. They will begin engineering version 3.0 
of their planter unit that uses a dibble (spike) to place 
the seed in the ground. First-year milestones include a 
filed patent, perfect seed spacing in internal field trials, 
adaptation to electric drive, and successful population/
ground speed calibration.

Global Neighbor, harnessing 
directed energy to destroy weed 
seeds, raised over $1.1 Million to 
continue product development. 
The financing round was led by 
Innova Memphis, with AgVA, Clean 

Energy Ventures, and farmers co-investing.  The team was 
also awarded a USDA Phase II SBIR grant of $650,000 to 
continue technical development.

Rantizo  announced that it is the first in the 
US to receive an FAA exemption authorizing 
applicators to fly the T-30 drone. This drone 
has a maximum payload of approximately 
170 pounds versus the FAA limit of 55 
pounds. The new drone and exemption 

are expected to dramatically increase drone application 
productivity.

www.AgVenturesAlliance.com agva@agventuresalliance.com

2022 Annual  
Membership Renewal
2022 membership renewals have been sent out. Please 
return the membership renewal form and $25.00 
annual renewal fee to our office by March 31, 2022, to 
avoid any late fees. You can also go online to www.
agventuresalliance.com to fill out the renewal form and 
pay electronically. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Kellie Hamilton at 641-450-0144 or by email 
at khamilton@agventuresalliance.com.

cont. from front page

What is your favorite part about 
the farming/agriculture industry? 
I guess I’ve always enjoyed being 
challenged, so that fits in well with 
farming. We have always been 
opened to trying new technologies 
and farming practices. We got 
that from our father who never 
stopped learning and improving. 
With new technologies, we continue 
to increase our yields all while 
improving our soil health and water 
quality. We are producing more with 
less and to me, that’s sustainable 
Agriculture.

Were you or your kids involved in 
4H, FFA, or any other community 
organizations? I was involved in 
4H and FFA as a youth. Our four 
children were also involved in 4H. 
Even though our kids grew up on 
a farm and enjoyed that time none 
are involved in farming. Our son 
who wanted to be a doctor since 
he was six is now a Family Practice 
doctor who does OB, ER, and 

Family Practice in a rural hospital. 
Daughters are Vet Technicians, 
Dental Assistants, and Child 
Development, specialist. All doing 
what they love!!!

What do you like to do away from 
the farm? Can’t say this is away 
from the farm, but I enjoy promoting 
Agriculture and the Biofuels 
Industry. I have been active with 
Iowa Corn on committees and the 
Promotion Board and currently 
serve as President of ICPB. Also am 
on the NCGA and USGC Ethanol 
committees. Past President of 
Siouxland Energy Cooperative 
(65-million-gal Ethanol Plant) and 
current board member. Also was 
appointed to the Renewable Fuels 
Infrastructure Board for Iowa 

by both Governor Branstad and 
Reynolds. I do believe we need to 
represent our industries and be at 
the table to promote. One of my 
favorite sayings is, “If you’re not at 
the table you’re on the menu.”

What do you like about being an 
Ag Ventures Alliance member? I 
have to say it’s about being part of 
an organization that’s focused on 
increasing farmers’ profitability. I am 
willing to invest in new technologies 
that show good promise to help the 
next generation be profitable. One 
thing I also always add when talking 
about new opportunities is first and 
foremost it has to be economical 
for my farm. There is always risk 
involved you just need to determine 
how much you’re willing to invest.

AgVA New Members
Tyler Johnson 
Harmony, MN

Scott Fullen 
Ripley, TN

Ag Ventures Al l iance Seeks 

VENTURE ANALYSTVENTURE ANALYST
Do you want to help create a better future for humanity? 
Technology is changing the way farmers produce 
food and care for the land. At Ag Ventures Alliance, we 
uncover opportunities for our 300+ farmer-members. We 
invest in startups that will increase farmer profitability.

We are looking for a Venture Analyst to assist in 
sourcing, evaluating, and investing in new opportunities 
in agriculture. A Venture Analyst will be the frontline 
when it comes to working with founders and 
researching investment opportunities. Aptitude in 
speaking, writing, and financial modeling will be 
valuable assets in this role, and second only to an 
insatiable curiosity to learn. 

This is your chance to break into the world of venture 
capital while having a positive social and environmental 
impact, not to mention working with some good, 
down-to-earth kinds of people. Contact spencer@
agventuresalliance.com to learn more.


