
Founder Interview: Continuum Ag
We have been talking about doing a series of interviews for the 
newsletter for a little while now. Behind each one of the startups 
we invest in is a committed team that is working to increase 
farm profitability. Enjoy the first founder interview with Mitchell 
Hora of Continuum Ag.

Who are you?

My name is Mitchell Hora and I’m a 7th 
generation Washington County Iowa farmer. I’m 
the founder/CEO of Continuum Ag, a soil health 
data company on a mission to help one million 
farmers profit from improved soil health.

What is the core idea of your startup?

We want to make farmers more economically 
resilient and environmentally sustainable. Soil 
health is the balance of the chemical, physical, 
and biological components of the soil and our 
systems bring quantifiable, actionable data to 
the farm. The TopSoil tool we built is an online 
precision ag tool that factors biological activity 
into variable-rate fertility recommendations. We 
have now expanded to help our users navigate 
and profit from carbon markets and other 
sustainability efforts. 

Why did you start working on this?

Traditional soil sampling was no longer making sense for our family 
farm because we’ve been no-till and cover cropped for so long. We 
needed better tools and so did other local farmers.

What value do you provide to farmers?

Freedom. We allow farmers to make their own data-driven decisions to 
improve farm profits and directly drive soil health advancements.

What is your competitive advantage?

We are the only soil health data platform and we thoroughly understand 
an array of stakeholder needs because we are farmers and we are our 
own customer.

What are your biggest learnings as a founder?

I’ve learned a lot about growing at the right pace and that this world has 
lots of opportunities emerging for entrepreneurs and family farms.

What do you want to say to Ag Ventures Alliance members?

We would love to have you join our journey! Check out https://topsoil.
ag and get started for free! I would love to discuss ways to improve the 
profitability of your farm!
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“Our deep respect for the land and its harvest is the legacy of 
generations of farmers who put food on our tables, preserved 
our landscape, and inspired us with a powerful work ethic.”

James H. Douglas, Jr.



www.AgVenturesAlliance.com agva@agventuresalliance.com

Portfolio News

Ag Startup Engine, an ag 
startup accelerator program 
at ISU, has accepted Birds 
Eye Robotics into their startup 
program. Birds Eye Robotics 

designs broiler house solutions to improve facility 
upkeep and bird welfare, addressing labor market 
pressure on poultry farmers. Additionally, portfolio 
company, FarmlandFinder was acquired by NY-based 
EasyKnock. The acquisition brings EasyKnock’s sale-
leaseback model to a broader audience. 

Continuum Ag has partnered with 
Rabobank’s Rabo Carbon Bank 
initiative to launch pilots with 
farmers in three states. The pilots 
include projects across three 
categories: carbon farming, supply 

chain decarbonization and carbon reduction in retail. 
Continuum will consult with each individual farmer in 
the pilot and provide tailored practices for soil health 
and carbon sequestration. 

Summer Events
Live events made a comeback in the Summer of 2021. 
While there is a lot of caution and uncertainty, people 
are happy to be back to in-person meetings. 

Midwest Growth Partners hosted the MGP Food and Ag 
Executive Dialogue on August 18th. This event brought 
executives from the Food and Ag industry together to 
talk about the most pressing issues in the industry as 
well as the future. They had a great lineup of speakers, 
panelists, and discussion from the audience.

The Stock Cropper held a field day on September 10th. 
The Stock Cropper is a startup in North Central Iowa 
that is using a robotic, mobile barn to re-integrate 
livestock onto farmland. The goal behind this concept 
is to make small farms sustainable through high-value 
meat production and reducing required conventional 
crop inputs. It was a lot of fun to see the robotic barn 
move a small group of sheep, pigs, and chickens 
completely autonomously. It was also very impressive 
to see the regrowth of forage just a few days after the 
animals had been across it thanks to the barn moving 
multiple times a day.

Summer Events
Ag Ventures Alliance and Augmenta  
co-hosted a workshop about Getting the Most Out 
of Your Nitrogen Program on September 14th. The 
Augmenta team sent four of their team members to 
discuss nitrogen forms and additives, split-application, 
determining rates, and emerging technology. The team 
also shared plenty of practical, in-the-field experience.

The five John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Centers 
across the state came together for a 25th anniversary 
celebration in Des Moines on September 23rd. 
The event was a celebration of the progress in the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem in Iowa. There were 
approximately 375 people that came out to the event, 
including Governor Kim Reynolds, Ambassador Terry 
Branstad, and John Pappajohn. Ag Ventures Alliance 
Executive Director, Spencer Stensrude, was invited 
to give a short presentation as part of the program. 
At the end of the event, John Pappajohn announced 
an additional $10,000,000 donation to the centers to 
continue to support entrepreneurship in Iowa!

Spornado closed their 
Series Seed funding 

round of $600,000 this summer. Additionally, the team 
was awarded a $150,000 grant from the Ontario  
Agri-Food Initiative to explore fungicide resistant gene 
detection. Spornado has developed an in-field wind 
sampler to detect fungal disease through DNA analysis.

Tractor Zoom 
announced the 
expansion of its 

industry-leading platform for real time auction listings 
by adding Equipment Dealer Listings for a complete 
inventory of farm equipment available on the market. 
The company has partnered with 17 dealer groups, 
representing nearly 300 locations across the US. Tractor 
Zoom connects farmers to the exact piece of equipment 
they are looking for right from their phone. It is the 
first and only platform to provide full details of farm 
equipment at auction or at an equipment dealership on a 
single application.

Countryside Angels
Countryside Angels had a record turnout for its August 
24th meeting. The group saw three companies present:

Global Neighbor is using directed energy (light) to 
sterilize weed seeds and terminate living weeds. The 
company is focused on a combine attachment that 
sterilizes weed seeds from in-season weed escapes 
to prevent growing populations of herbicide resistant 
weeds. 

Summit Carbon Solutions is building a pipeline 
through the upper Midwest that will capture carbon 
dioxide produced by ethanol plants and transport it to 
permanent storage deep underground. 

The Grain Weevil is a grain bin safety and management 
robot that directly engages the surface of the grain. 
Grain bins are dirty, dangerous workplaces. Grain 
Weevil keeps that farmer with a shovel out of the bin 
by leveling, breaking crusts, doing inspections, and 
feeding grain into the extraction augers.

Each of these opportunities is still open for investment. 
If you would like to learn more about any of the 
three companies, please contact Liz Keehner at liz@
agventuresalliance.com or 641.450.0142.

There was a special meeting held on October 12th 
that featured two different animal health startups. 
LEAH Laboratories is curing cancer in dogs by using 
gene editing technology to make cell therapy more 
accessible and affordable. Mazen Animal Health has 
developed a vaccine production platform enabling 
vaccines to be grown in corn and delivered to livestock 
animals orally. Their first vaccine is for Porcine 
Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDv) in pigs. Be on the 
lookout for more details in the coming weeks.

AgVA New Members

Seth Wilson 
Griswold, IA

Ben Neale 
 Columbia, TN

Alex Forsbach 
Savannah, TN

Happy Tea Company 
Mike Minnis 
Puryear, TN

Legacy Seed Companies LLC 
Colin Steen 
Griswold, IA

D & J River Farms 
Josh Ogle 

Flintville, TN

Green Leaf Farms 
Marlon Foster 
Memphis, TN

New Way Aquaponic Farms 
Daryl Levan 

Memphis, TN

Karl Forsbach Farms, Inc 
Karl & Erika Forsbach 

Savannah, TN


