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Countryside Angels
Countryside Angels closed its fourth syndicate 
investment in ClearFlame Engines. ClearFlame is 
developing clean engine technology for heavy-duty 
applications that runs on ethanol for lower emissions, 
higher efficiency, and more power. 

Countryside Angels held a meeting on May 25th and 
saw presentations from 3 different startup companies: 
Midland Co., (Story City, IA) an indoor aquaculture 
facility growing Pacific White shrimp; ChopLocal, 
(Wayland, IA) an online marketplace for meat 
producers and processors to sell products directly to 
consumers; LeafTech Ag, (Greenfield, IN) a technology 
startup building handheld spectral imagery hardware 
for crop modeling and management solutions. If you 
are interested in learning more about any of these 
companies or would like to watch a recording of the 
meeting, please reach out to our office at 641-494-2368 
or email Kellie at khamilton@agventuresalliance.com.

Save the date for the next Countryside Angels meeting 
on August 24th at 6:00pm. More details to come!

If you are interested in joining Countryside Angels, 
please visit www.countrysideangels.com and click on 
the “Join Countryside Angels” link or call our office at 
641-494-2368 for an application.

AgVA Field Days 2021
The Ag Ventures Alliance Field Days are back after a one-year hiatus. 
The first event was held July 21 in West Union, Iowa at Loran Steinlage’s 
farm. Loran is an AgVA member that is a leader in the regenerative ag 
movement. The field day piggybacked off of a week’s worth of soil health 
events hosted at the farm. Here are a few photos of the event in West 
Union. Thank you to the startups for sharing their innovative solutions 
to real farm challenges: Rowbot, Global Neighbor, Rantizo, TractorZoom, 
Phospholutions, and Continuum Ag. 

continued 
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AgVA Field Days 2021 continued from page 1

The second field day was held at the Armstrong Research 
Farm outside of Lewis, IA. The unique thing about this 
event is that a group of established farmers helped to plan 
and host the event for younger farmers. They went above 
and beyond in sending out personalized invitations and 
meeting the younger farmers at the field day. Thank you to 
the farmers that helped recruit attendees and the following 
startups for sharing your solutions with the next generation 
of farmers: Soilwarrior, Global Neighbor, Grain Weevil, 
Phospholutions, Shepherd, and TractorZoom.

www.AgVenturesAlliance.com agva@agventuresalliance.com

New Investments

The team at Ag Ventures Alliance moved forward with 
one new investment in June. This investment is new to 
the portfolio.

ChopLocal is the 
“Etsy of meat”.  
Based in Wayland, 
IA, ChopLocal 

provides an online marketplace for small processors 
and farmers to sell their meat products directly to 
consumers. Farmers and small businesses stand to profit 
more through Direct-to-Consumer (D2C) sales, but they 
are unsure where to start with branding and marketing, 
e-commerce, or shipping. ChopLocal makes it easy and 
straightforward for farmers and butchers to start selling 
their product online. This gives consumers a one-stop-
shop to access local, quality meat that is trustworthy and 
convenient. Today, ChopLocal has 20 vendors on their 
platform across Iowa, Kansas, and South Dakota.  

Portfolio News

The Ag Startup Engine 
announced an initial investment 
in Farmer’s Risk. The company’s 
mission is to democratize the 
tools available to help farmers 

manage risk and create more predictable revenue on the 
farm. 

Continuum Ag was named fourth 
runner-up in the Cisco Global 
Problem Solver Challenge. The 
challenge is an online competition 
that awards cash prizes to early-stage 

tech entrepreneurs solving the world’s most challenging 
problems. Continuum received a $10,000 award. 

Mazen Animal Health 
announced the 
successful completion 
of a sow study designed 
to demonstrate 

lactogenic immunity induced protection in newborn pigs 
after oral vaccination against porcine epidemic diarrhea 
virus, (PEDv). In the study, conducted at VRI in Ames, 
Iowa, gestating sows were vaccinated orally with either 
the vaccine or a negative control. Four-day old piglets 

Continuum Ag Hosts 
Focus Group with 
AgVA Members

How can we help our startups build 
a durable, competitive advantage? 

We recognize that our network of farmers is 
valuable to startups. The network has given 
us access to high-quality, competitive deals 
that are not always available to small firms 
like ours. At the same time, we care about 
protecting the privacy of our members. 
Our historical playbook has been to match 
members to startup founders in one-off 
situations. Occasionally, we will distribute 
surveys or special offers on behalf of the 
startup. Building out our field trial network 
has prompted our team to ask if there are 
other programs or services that we could 
offer to add value to our members and the 
startups we invest in. 

Cue the call from Mitchell Hora, the 
founder of Continuum Ag. The team at 
Continuum Ag is developing software 
to help farmers and farm advisors make 
better recommendations for regenerative 
ag practices. Naturally, the early adopters 
and existing customers working with 
Continuum Ag are already using these 
practices. Mitchell asked if we could 
facilitate a meeting with a random 
sampling of farmers to better understand 
the hurdles to adopt regenerative practices. 
We hosted two small-group meetings for 
the team to learn about the path farmers 
take when adopting new practices. Each 
meeting generated some interesting and 
valuable insight. 

There are a few learning points we can 
implement in the future, but this looks 
like an opportunity to engage more of our 
members with startups to build value.  

were then challenged using a proven reproducible and 
highly virulent PEDv challenge model. Mazen’s oral 
vaccine was statistically better than the control arm. The 
statistical difference in mortality between the vaccinated 
and control groups in this 4 sow per group study are 
consistent with successful efficacy trials for vaccine 
licensure. This positions Mazen for a Series A financing 
round this fall which will get their PEDv vaccine to 
market. 

PowerPollen announced a 
commercial licensing agreement 
with Bayer designed to help 
corn seed production growers 
increase their yields. By accessing 

PowerPollen’s first scalable pollination technology for 
corn seed, Bayer will be providing farmers with the 
prescriptive expertise they need to increase their seeds’ 
yield and purity.

Rantizo CEO, Michael 
Ott, was presented with 
the 2021 Crop Advisor/
Entrepreneur Award 
of Excellence from 

the PrecisionAg Alliance. Rantizo also added 2 drone 
application service providers to their contractor network, 
both located in Indiana. 

AgVA Board Officers
April 2021 – March 2022

President 
Dean Moretz

Past President 
Steve Trainer 

Vice President 
Mark Hanna

Treasurer 
David Underwood

AgVA New Members

Maddie Buckingham  
Macedonia, IA

Seth Wilson 
Griswold, IA

Stan Simon 
Dubuque, IA

Colin Steen 
Maple Grove, MN


