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Countryside Angels
Countryside Angels closed its fourth syndicate 
investment in ClearFlame Engines. ClearFlame is 
developing clean engine technology for heavy-duty 
applications that runs on ethanol for lower emissions, 
higher efficiency, and more power. 

Countryside Angels held a meeting on May 25th and 
saw presentations from 3 different startup companies: 
Midland Co., (Story City, IA) an indoor aquaculture 
facility growing Pacific White shrimp; ChopLocal, 
(Wayland, IA) an online marketplace for meat 
producers and processors to sell products directly to 
consumers; LeafTech Ag, (Greenfield, IN) a technology 
startup building handheld spectral imagery hardware 
for crop modeling and management solutions. If you 
are interested in learning more about any of these 
companies or would like to watch a recording of the 
meeting, please reach out to our office at 641-494-2368 
or email Kellie at khamilton@agventuresalliance.com.

Save the date for the next Countryside Angels meeting 
on August 24th at 6:00pm. More details to come!

If you are interested in joining Countryside Angels, 
please visit www.countrysideangels.com and click on 
the “Join Countryside Angels” link or call our office at 
641-494-2368 for an application.

Continuum Ag Field Day
Our AgVA team members, Spencer and Liz, had the pleasure of 
attending Continuum Ag’s Field Day on June 7th in Washington, IA. 
Continuum Ag is an Ag Ventures portfolio company building a software 
solution that helps farmers and agronomists build and maintain soil 
health by addressing the physical and biological components of the 
soil. The theme of the field day was regenerative agriculture. Fun fact: 
Washington County leads the state of Iowa in regenerative agriculture 
practices. 

Highlights from the day:
Farm Green with TopSoil – Rick Clark
Rick Clark 
is a 5th-
generation 
farmer in 
Indiana and 
has been 
implementing 
regenerative 
practices 
on his 7,000 
acres for 
the last 10 
years. Rick’s 
discussion was about “farming green”, his method of planting a 
“cocktail” of cover crops in the fall which provide the nutrients needed 
for his cash crop in the spring. Rick plants his cash crop into his cover 
crop before and does not terminate the cover crop until after planting. 
His “cocktail” of cover crops has been found through many years of trial 
and error. There is no one-size-fits-all when it comes to each farmer’s 
individual operation but finding a community of like-minded farmers to 
bounce ideas off has been instrumental in the adoption of his practices.

Scaling Regenerative Ag Panel –  
Russell Hedrick, Rick Haney, Rick Clark, Brian Hora
This panel 
was packed 
with 
exceptional 
individuals 
that have 
been leading 
the way with 
regenerative 
ag practices. 
The key 
takeaways 
from the 
panel discussion were the successes that each farmer’s operation has 
seen through the adoption of regenerative practices, but that these 
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successes did not happen overnight or without many 
failures, first. Take small steps each year and do not 
expect to see your returns in the short term. It can take 
2-5 growing seasons before you reap the benefits. 
The important thing, stated by each panelist, is to start 
implementing some practices now instead of waiting. 
On the market side, it is still very early and there is 
a lot of education to be done to develop the market 
around regenerative ag products, but Russell Hedrick 
has started to address this by vertically integrating his 
farming operation to tell a story about their products 
which appeals to consumers that are demanding more 
transparency in the food they eat. 

Breakout Sessions:

There were a series of breakout sessions throughout 
the afternoon centered around imagery, technology 
and data, biologicals and inputs, and equipment, inter-
seeding, and cover crops. There were demonstrations 
from multiple companies including Rantizo, Montag, 
Arable, Augmenta, Pivot Bio and others. The breakout 
sessions also featured a Q&A with Rick Haney, developer 
of the Haney Soil Test, and Mitchell Hora, CEO of 
Continuum Ag, on the importance of soil health data, 
how to measure it, what it means and how to utilize  
your data. 

Carbon Panel – Millennial Farmer, Zach Johnson, Iowa 
Secretary of Ag, Mike Naig, Director of Sustainability 
at RaboBank, Cristian Barcan, CEO of Continuum Ag, 
Mitchell Hora 

This was an excellent conversation to wrap up an 
exciting day with. This discussion centered around 
carbon markets and carbon sequestration but 
highlighted the need to achieve sustainability in both 
land and water quality at a high level and that carbon is 
just one piece of that puzzle. The panel talked about the 
need for an accurate measurement of carbon 

sequestration and how farmers should be at the 
center of this innovation, so they are not left out of 
the equation. Cristian and Secretary Naig both voiced 
their ideas on how the public and private sector can 
help facilitate the adoption of sustainable farming 
practices and play a part in carbon markets. Their entire 
conversation will be available on The Field Work podcast, 
available on Spotify or the Apple podcast app. I highly 
recommend taking the time to listen when it is available!
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Portfolio News

Ag Startup Engine, an ag 
startup accelerator and investor 
at ISU, has accepted ChopLocal 
into their Startup Program and 
made an initial investment of 
$50,000. ChopLocal, based in 

Wayland, IA, is an online marketplace that makes it easy 
for meat producers and butchers to sell their products 
direct to consumers. 

AgriSync, an application 
that enables farmers and 
advisors to connect and 
resolve support issues 
on the farm, was named 

to CropLife’s ‘Best Agriculture Apps for 2021 list. 

ClearFlame Engine 
Technologies, a startup 
developing clean engine 

technology for heavy-duty applications, announced a 
partnership with Alto Ingredients, a leading producer of 
specialty alcohols and essential ingredients, to conduct 
real-world road demonstrations of its proven technology 
for diesel engines using low-cost ethanol in Class VIII 
trucks. ClearFlame will provide Alto with a Class VIII truck 
retrofitted with a 500hp demonstration engine and Alto 
will provide fuel and fleet support. 

Nori, a carbon removal marketplace, 
partnered with artist Imogen Heap 
on her recent NFT release with 5% of 
the proceeds being used to purchase 
NRTs from Nori. The NRTs removed 
20 tonnes of CO2 emissions from 

Kelly Garrett, an Iowa row crop grower, of Garrett Land 
and Cattle.

Phospholutions, a 
sustainable fertilizer 
startup using their 

proprietary technology, RhizoSorb, a soil amendment or 
fertilizer additive, to efficiently deliver phosphorous and 
other nutrients to crops, closed $10.3 million in Series 
A funding. The company also made two key hires in 
bringing on a Chief Operations Officer and Vice President 
of Sustainability and a Formulations Chemist. 

Two Local Startups  
Bring Home the Bacon
The NIACC John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center 
sent two teams to compete in a statewide business 
plan pitch competition after the team’s completed 
the Venture School program. Ag Ventures Alliance 
supports the NIACC JPEC and Venture School 
through a multi-year donation and staff volunteer 
time to mentor startup teams.

The teams spent a couple of weeks polishing their 
pitches ahead of EntreFEST. EntreFEST is a two-day 
conference, celebrating the spirit of entrepreneurship 
and innovation where professionals at every level 
come together, share ideas, and own their success. 
The event is hosted by NewBoCo in Cedar Rapids 
and features a pitch competition for startups across 
the state.

The Stock Cropper, founded by Zack Smith, pitched 
a regenerative farming system that brings animals 
back on the land by utilizing modern technology like 
autonomy. His goal is to make it viable for farmers 
to survive and even thrive on a smaller amount of 
acres. 

Nate’s Powdercoating, founded by Nate Julseth, 
pitched a mobile blasting and powder coating 
business. The founder started powder coating as 
a hobby and grew into a full-time business. After 
dozens of customer discovery interviews, Nate has 
uncovered new markets to grow his business. 

The EntreFEST pitch competition was a lively event 
that ended with The Stock Cropper in first place on 
the podium. The grand prize was $10,000! Nate’s 
Powdercoating finished as runner-up, taking home 
$3,000! Not a bad night for startups in North Iowa. 

2021 Membership 
Renewal Final Reminder
If you have yet to renew your Ag Ventures Alliance 
membership for the 2021 year, please do so by 
Wednesday, June 30th, 2021. Payment may be 
mailed to Ag Ventures Alliance at 2009 4th St SW 
Suite 1, Mason City, IA 50401 or by going online 
to www.agventuresalliance.com and clicking 
on “Renew Your Membership”. If you have any 
questions, please call Kellie at 641-494-2368.


