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Ag Ventures Alliance’s  
Executive Director to Retire

Jude Conway, Ag Ventures Alliance executive director since February 2014 will 
retire on December 20, 2019. He has spent over thirty years managing firms in 
Iowa and Illinois that invest in early stage companies. When Jude was hired in 
2014, he told the AgVA board that he planned on retiring in five years and upon 
retirement it will be close to six years on the job in Mason City.

During Jude’s tenure at Ag Ventures Alliance the organization has grown and 
changed significantly with new programs like Countryside Angels and AgVA’s 
alliances with Ag Launch in Memphis Tennessee, the Ag Startup Engine at Iowa 
State University and North Iowa Community College’s Venture School. During 
his time at AgVA we have brought on thirty-two new members from Southwest 
Iowa that are part of Iowa Quality Producer Alliance that was instrumental in the 
Development of Southwest Iowa Renewable Energy (SIRE) in Council Bluffs. He 
has overseen an office move, the doubling of AgVA’s staff and AgVA’s investment 
in fifteen exciting new ag related, early stage investments.

In late December Jude will join his wife Jane in Mumbai, India where she has 
been the head of Principal International’s Indian operations since July. Principal 
International is the international subsidiary of the Principal Financial Group. They 
will plan to spend three years there at which time Jane will retire and they will 
come back to Iowa where all their six adult children currently live. Jude says it 
will be quite a change, “I will go from living on an acreage, six miles from the 
nearest town to living on the 45th floor of an eighty-five story, apartment building 
in India’s largest city.” He and Jane will be living in Mumbai where the population 
of the metropolitan area is 21 million people. He has been the face of Ag 
Ventures Alliance for over five years, serving on numerous agricultural and rural 
committees and task force in Iowa and across the Midwest.

Please join us at an open house for Jude at The Historic Park Inn (7 W State 
St. Mason City, IA) on Friday December 20th from 4:00pm to 7:00pm for those 
wishing to say farewell to Jude.

Countryside Angels
The newly formed Countryside Angels investor group saw presentations from 
six different startups in the third quarter. This was the second time a meeting was 
held in Grand Meadow, MN and Charles City, IA and the first time for Lewis, IA. 
The Countryside Angels group was formed to provide members the opportunity 
see more opportunities and to invest directly in the companies they are most 
interested in.

The group in Grand Meadow saw presentations from SwineTech, JBI Distributors, 
and LEAH Labs.

The group in Charles City saw presentations from VetMeasure, NovoClade, and 
LEAH Labs.

The group in Lewis saw presentations from NovoClade, JBI Distributors, and 
Kimle Aquaculture.

The startups pitched ideas that ranged from genetically engineered insects to a 
health-monitoring harness for dogs. Meeting attendees gave very high reviews 
on the quality of the deals and the variety of presenting companies. All six of the 
startups received indications of interest for investors to continue due diligence.

If you want to be part of the next generation of innovation join Countryside Angels 
today by reaching out to the Ag Ventures Alliance staff.
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Field Day
The Ag Ventures Alliance Field Day took place in the afternoon 
of Thursday, September 26th. Weather was perfect for outdoor 
demonstrations, which was a nice surprise after rescheduling the initial 
date due to severe weather on September 12th. 

Four exciting companies made the trip to Belmond to display their 
innovative solutions to problems in agriculture. The event was held at 
the Jenison Meacham Memorial Arts Center in Belmond. The site was 
perfect because it had field space available for any of the equipment to 
operate which is not easy to find in September in North Iowa.

AgriSync started the day with a demonstration of their smartphone 
application that allows farmers to engage trusted advisors from any 
location. The software also integrates into many equipment retail service 
departments to streamline troubleshooting and the repair process to 
result in a better customer experience. 

Environmental Tillage Systems, the maker of the Soilwarrior, was up 
second to show off their strip-till machine. A local farmer brought his 
soilwarrior over to the demo site and laid down two passes of strips 
in the demo field. The field day attendees had a chance to ask the 
company’s representative as well as the local farmer questions about 
the equipment, agronomic benefits, and financial benefits of strip-till. 

Earthsense traveled from Champaign, Illinois to demonstrate their 
robotic solution to field scouting. The team built a robot that can collect 
field data much more precisely and in much greater quantities than 
sending people into the field to scout. The robot can collect stalk width, 
leaf size, ear height, ear size, and node length measurements as well as 
many others. The robots are currently being used by plant breeders to 
make better breeding decisions.

Rantizo was the last company to participate in the field day but actually 
attracted a crowd that arrived just to see the spraying drone in action. 
The drone pilot was almost late after completing a late-season spraying 
job in Minnesota earlier in the day. The pilot rolled in and was set 
up and spraying in just a few minutes. The Rantizo team was able 
to demonstrate to the audience how easily they can set up a flight 
plan and start the drone on a spraying mission. During the spraying 
mission the team was actually able to give a presentation and answer 
questions about the work they are doing while the drone was making 
its application. Perhaps, what stood out the most is how frequently 
different people in the crowd could be heard saying something like, 
“Wow. This is coming fast. I didn’t realize drones were capable of this.”

Make sure you join us for the next Ag Ventures Alliance field day to see 
a glimpse of the future of ag!

AgVA New Members

JP Wealth Advisors (Jeremy Peters) – Mason City, IA

First Union LLC (Floyd Hammer) – Union, IA

Bo Bader – West Des Moines, IA

Please join us 
Monday, December 2nd 

from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Cass County Community Center 

(805 W 10th St., Atlantic, IA) 

as we talk about new opportunities for farmers.

Glen Smith, Chairman and CEO of the 
Farm Credit Administration will be our 
guest speaker along with a panel of 
speakers from Ag Launch and  
Ag Ventures Alliance. Please RSVP by 
Friday, November 22nd to reserve your 
spot by calling 641-494-2368 or by email 
at agva@agventuresalliance.com

Creating Opportunities for Farmers in Agriculture

Agenda
5:00 pm Registration & Display Tables

5:30 pm Dinner

6:00 pm Speaker Glen Smith

7:00 pm Break & Display Tables

7:15 pm AgLaunch & AgVA Panel

8:15 pm Display Tables

8:30 pm Adjourn


